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PGA MCGLADREY TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP, WITH ENHANCED FORMAT,

MARKS RETURN TO PINEHURST RESORT IN OCTOBER 2008
PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. – The PGA McGladrey Team Championship will mark its second year with some enhancements to its format, along with Local Qualifying Events incentives to help grow the first nationwide grassroots best-ball amateur championship conducted by The PGA of America.

The National Championship will be conducted Oct. 20-22, 2008, returning to the renowned Pinehurst (N.C.) Resort.

The 2008 PGA McGladrey Team Championship will feature format changes at the Local Qualifying Event level, which are conducted from Feb. 1 through Sept. 1. The enhancements include an increase in the maximum handicap index combination for teams. In addition, local host sites with 18 teams or more will advance two teams to the Section Championship level. Registration to host a Local Qualifying Event is being accepted at PGA.com/team championship.

Section Championships, hosted by The PGA of America’s network of 41 Sections, will once again team a PGA Professional with three amateur partners in the bid to earn a National Championship berth.

“The inaugural PGA McGladrey Team Championship was the beginning of a great tradition in golf, and we look forward to building on that tradition this year,” said Doug Opheim, RSM McGladrey Chief U.S. Operations Officer. “Some 15,000 golfers participated in last year’s Championship. This year, we plan to reach even more players across the nation. The revised handicap rules will make the Championship more accessible to golfers of all levels. The Championship exemplifies teamwork and excellence in the game by providing a unique opportunity for amateurs and their PGA Professional to compete together. We’re pleased to invite players of all levels to sign up and compete for a chance to play at the National Championship in October at Pinehurst Resort.”

The 41-team, 164-player field in the National Championship will compete for a $200,000 purse, with amateurs receiving gift certificates. The field will compete on three of Pinehurst’s premier layouts, opening at No. 8, and concluding the final two days on Courses No. 2 and No. 4.

“Last year we presented a unique championship that connected PGA Professionals with their amateur members and received excellent reviews from all those who participated,” said PGA of America President Brian Whitcomb. “We are excited about next year’s Championship and look forward to having more amateur players enjoy the camaraderie of their local PGA Professional and receive the rare opportunity to compete in a National Championship.”

-- more --
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The 2008 handicap index changes at a glance:

· Three-men maximum total handicap = 54.0

· Two men, one woman maximum total handicap = 70.0

· One man, two women maximum total handicap = 80.0

· Three women maximum total handicap = 90.0

Amateur players will continue to receive 50 percent of their course handicap allowance and Local Qualifying Events will again use the one best net ball of the three amateur players and each player’s score must be used on a minimum of three holes. The Local Qualifying Events that feature 18 or more teams will advance two teams to the Section Championship. If less than 18 teams compete at the Local Qualifying Event, one team will advance to the Section Championship.

The Section Championships and National Championship will feature the host PGA Professional who will complete each winning team’s foursome, and use two best net balls of each hole, again with each amateur receiving 50 percent of their USGA index handicap.

The PGA McGladrey Team Championship is the result of a partnership between The PGA of America and RSM McGladrey, the Official Accounting, Tax and Business Consulting firm of The PGA of America. RSM McGladrey is the fifth largest accounting, tax and business consulting firm in the country when considered with McGladrey & Pullen LLP (a partner-owned CPA firm).

About RSM McGladrey
RSM McGladrey is a leading professional services firm providing accounting, tax and business consulting. RSM McGladrey operates in an alternative practice structure with McGladrey & Pullen LLP, a partner-owned CPA firm that delivers audit and attest services. Though separate and independent legal entities, they work together to serve clients’ business needs. Together, the companies rank as the fifth largest U.S. provider of accounting, tax and business consulting services (source: Accounting Today), with 8,000 professionals and associates in nearly 100 offices nationwide. RSM McGladrey Inc. and McGladrey & Pullen LLP are member firms of RSM International, an affiliation of independent accounting and consulting firms. RSM McGladrey is the official accounting, tax and business consulting firm of The PGA of America and the preferred accounting, tax and business consulting firm of Pinehurst (N.C.) Resort.

About The PGA of America

Since 1916, The PGA of America's mission has been twofold; to establish and elevate the standards of the profession and to grow interest and participation in the game of golf.

By establishing and elevating the standards of the golf profession through world-class education, career services, marketing and research programs, the Association enables PGA Professionals to maximize their performance in their respective career paths and showcases them as experts in the game and in the $195 billion golf industry.
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By creating and delivering dramatic world-class championships and exciting and enjoyable golf promotions that are viewed as the best of their class in the golf industry, The PGA of America elevates the public's interest in the game, the desire to play more golf, and ensures accessibility to the game for everyone, everywhere. The PGA of America brand represents the very best in golf.

###

The PGA of America, 100 Avenue of the Champions, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418
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